TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY

MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

October 22, 2018
Board Members Present:
Bob Luce

Jay Reynolds




Karen Campbell
Lloyd Cuttler





John Beaupre
Others Present:

Dave Cota

Peggy Willihan




Chris Parks

Bruce Miles




Jess Beers

Brian Demshar




Karl Strand

Mark Lopez
Bob Luce opened the meeting at 4:30 p.m. and welcomed those present.  
This special meeting of the Selectmen was scheduled to discuss whether the Town should vote to impose a moratorium that would temporarily prohibit Medical Marijuana Businesses from operating in the Town.     The Marijuana Business Committee is meeting tomorrow night at 6pm at the Library.

Dave Cota reported that there’s a completely new element that surfaced today, per information from MMA.  If the Town were to vote a moratorium, it can be made retroactive to today.    He reviewed some of the basic bullet points on the matter, just to refresh those present.

Adult Use Marijuana Businesses are different from Medical Marijuana Businesses.   The Town would have to vote in for any of four types of businesses.  Unless the town votes a moratorium, all medical businesses are allowed to operate in a town until December 13th except Medical Marijuana Cultivation when they are prohibited unless a Town votes to Opt In.   Medical Cultivation was left out in State Law LD 1593.   This same legislation could be allowed to continue unless the Town includes it in a medical marijuana moratorium. This language is included in the proposed moratorium.  

Regardless of a vote for moratorium, medical businesses (except caregivers) would still be subject to all Town Land Use Ordinances.  The Town cannot ban medical caregivers.   If a moratorium was passed, the earliest a public hearing could be held would be November 5th. 

If the Board proceeds with the moratorium, language would be added to make it retroactive to today (October 22nd, 2018).   The Marijuana Committee has met four times, and there seems to be some consensus to move ahead with a moratorium to deal with medical marijuana businesses.     

Peggy Willihan provided some information showing what’s happening in some surrounding communities with regard to moratoriums.   She feels that the Town should slow things down to take everything into consideration, especially since there’s not a clear picture of how things will ultimately look.   Bruce Miles concurs that he does not see a down side to imposing a moratorium at this time. 

Lloyd Cuttler recognized the work done by the committee, but he also recognizes that things are still in motion and suggest that the committee continue its work.   It was discussed that a vote would have to be held today to hold a public hearing to consider a moratorium.   The moratorium would be in effect for a period of 180 days from its effective date (October 22), if voted.   There will be more to be learned from the citizen and property owner survey when it is taken.    Dave Cota reported that there was a notice of intent filed today for the light industrial district for a marijuana cultivation business but if the Selectmen proceed with a retroactive date on the moratorium, that notice may be left nullified.    

Lloyd Cuttler said that he does not believe a notice of intent will stand up, but he would not be surprised if there are challenges everywhere as time progresses.   And because things seem to change daily, the Committee has had to continually shift with these new interpretations. 

Jay Reynolds made a motion to hold a public hearing for the purpose of considering the proposed moratorium on medical marijuana businesses, with the addition of medical cultivation, referencing the document from Maine Municipal Association as provided tonight, being retroactive for today’s date.  The public hearing will be held on November 5th.  Lloyd Cuttler seconded the motion.   Motion approved, with John Beaupre abstaining.

Peggy Willian noted that the on-line survey is being taken, and it can only be taken once from a computer (IP address).

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Schnorr

