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Proposal to purchase one police patrol carbine.

August 13, 2010

Town Manager & Selectmen,

As you are aware the department recently completed training in responding to an “active shooter” in public areas.  This outstanding training identified both strengths and weaknesses within the department.  One weakness identified by our instructors was the lack of a police carbine to respond to these calls with.  
During critical incidents such as these, the stress level of an officer becomes exceedingly high.  The officer would be called to an incident located in a public space such as the Base lodge or C.V.A. knowing that an offender was inside actively shooting people.  Usually these areas are not just a room sized but are anywhere from 15 to 75 yards long (hallways, auditoriums, gyms, etc).  Under stress, an average officer can only be expected to hit a man sized target utilizing a handgun 7 yards or less.  Beyond that the chances of stray rounds missing the intended target and possibly hitting innocent people increase greatly. 
While we do have two shotguns for use as a standoff weapon, even with slugs, they are only good for 50 yards.  Shotguns are exceptional for a stand off situation where the offender has barricaded himself and the officer is behind cover, the shotgun is there to give an officer a better defensive capability.  However it has been my experience that officers, under the stress that an “active shooter” event brings, would not be able to reliably manipulate the slide shotgun.  This type of event requires an offensive response by the officer.  That officer needs a weapon that is easy to manipulate, fire and hit a man sized target under stress.  The weapon that is accepted nationally as a proper response firearm is the police style carbine.
With a carbine, the basic operational function is the same as the handgun and all officers recognize it - that is; insert magazine, charge the weapon, and disengage the safety to fire.  A carbine also offers a longer platform that is stabilized by the officer’s shoulder and two hands and little recoil (especially compared to a shotgun).  Police carbines also have electronic sight capability so all the officer has to do is place an illuminated dot on the target to ensure a hit.  

In my opinion, it makes sense to purchase just one of these for the department. Almost every department in the state has transitioned to the police carbine in the event of a potential active shooter incident.  It is best to have one of these carbines and never use it, than to need one and not have it.  I am a certified instructor with this system and can easily train our officers in its use.  If allowed to purchase a carbine it would not be visible to the public, but would be carried concealed much the same way we carry our shotguns concealed today.  I have received a quote from our firearms supplier in New Hampshire for $808.00 dollars.  I currently have this amount in my new equipment budget; I would also have to purchase an electronic sight for the weapon which may add $200 dollars (although I am still shopping around).

Any and all consideration, to this request for the purchase a police carbine, would be greatly appreciated.

Respectfully,

Chief Scott Nichols    

