TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY

MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

October 10, 2011

Board Members Present:
Bob Luce

Lloyd Cuttler

Jay Reynolds

John Beaupre

Others Present:

Dave Cota

Courtney Knapp





Chris Parks

BJ Bangs
Bob Luce opened the Selectmen’s meeting at 4:33 p.m.    
Payroll warrant #43 for $16,499.08 was reviewed and signed by Selectmen.

Expense warrant #42 and #44 for $70,052.45 and $383,776.85 respectively, were reviewed and signed by Selectmen.
The minutes of the September 26, 2011 were reviewed.   A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes as written.   Motion approved.
Dave Cota updated the Selectmen on the status of the flood-related repair projects.   The Campbell Field Bridge has been reattached and placed back over the River.  It should be back in service by the end of the week.

All of the Narrow Gauge Pathway, with the exception of the “S turns” has been repaired.

Repairs to the Outdoor Center Forest Service Road continue.

Dave Cota will be meeting with FEMA again this week to assist in determining possible Federal funding for the public infrastructure storm damaged roads and recreational facilities (usually 75%).   With the work completed already, Dave feels that they will use the Town’s actual costs to work with.      With regard to the remaining work in the S turns on the Narrow Gauge Pathway, the Town will have an engineering study determine what repair options are available to the town.   There should also be some additional funding from MEMA at a rate of roughly 15%.

With regard to the potential agreement with Maine Huts & Trails to build and use a by-pass trail around the damaged S turns, Dave Cota has recently spoken with Larry Warren.   Larry is meeting with the Penobscot Nation (PIN) to secure the easement;  Dave should know more on this matter tomorrow.   On the 19th, Dave Cota will be meeting with the PIN Land Committee to seek a lease (for the so-called Crommett Overlook connecting trail), as well as a lease for mountain bike trails in the Redington area.   Once the easement is in place, an agreement will be established with Maine Huts & Trails for the Selectmen to consider for use and construction of the by-pass trail.

The owners of approximately 2.5 acres on Route 27, directly adjacent to the airport, have expressed an interest in selling their land.   Dave Cota suggested that this might be a location that could be useful as part of Airport Property in the future.  There is potential F.A.A. funding available for this, but this is an involved process.   This land is zoned commercial.   Lloyd asked if this purchase might allow for ancillary businesses, and where there is a little commercial space in town, it might open up some possibilities.   Dave Cota noted that this land could also eventually be developed into more hangars.   The owners are going to have an appraisal done.   In order to arrive at a price that FAA will fund, the appraisal has to be reviewed.   They will reimburse 97% of those costs if the Town completes the purchase; if the town does not purchase, the cost of the commercial appraisal is borne by the Town.   The Selectmen were all in agreement that this should be pursued further.   Dave will get estimates for the cost of the appraisals, and this may be addressed at the next annual town meeting.
The Recreational Bridge project has begun.  Jordan Excavation is doing the earthwork, and it should move quickly at this stage.

Bob Luce asked that the Town provide some support with regard to the changes taking place at Sugarloaf with Time Warner.     The conversion to digital has been rocky.    Additionally, Time Warner is looking for long-term contracts, which could outlive the franchise.   Dave Cota is going to make some calls to Time Warner’s government relations people.   Dave will be in touch with Lynn Schnorr to see what might be done.    Dave said he heard concerns about this issue over Homecoming weekend.

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Schnorr

