Minutes of the November 13, 2007
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Steve Pierce, George Abbott, John Beaupre, Bob Luce

Guests: Dave Cota, Stan Tingley, John Norris, Neal Trask

The Meeting opened at 4:30 p.m. with Steve Pierce officiating

Selectmen reviewed and signed the following Warrants:


* AP Warrant #63 for 

$        274.50


* AP Warrant #64 for

$ 344,364.07


* Payroll Warrant #   for
$   15,817.08

The Minutes of the Oct. 27, 2007 Meeting were reviewed and approved, 3-0.
In the early absence of Chairman Luce, selectmen chose to review the informational section of the agenda first.

Dave reported on recent cable TV negotiations, noting the town was seeking advice from an attorney familiar with franchise agreements. There was noted concern of a commercial channel using the town’s PAC channel (RSN). Dave said Time Warner Cable had indicated it could provide a 3-way agreement to better utilize the PAC. Dave will report back to the Board at a future date when more information is available.

Dave said there had been a request from a citizen for the establishment of a pet cemetery in town. He asked selectmen to think about the possibility and said he will research what other towns provide.

Selectmen reviewed copies of the Oct. 25, 2007 Golf Course Club House Inspection report. Dave noted there appeared to be only normal wear and tear to the rooms and floors as expected and some additional settling of the round wall, which will continue to be monitored. He also noted the need for lock boxes on the thermostats, especially in the summer months, to relieve stress on the air conditioning system. This past summer, the unit in the basement was tied into the upstairs system, which helped considerably, he said. The basement, he noted, does not need to be air conditioned. The plan for the future is to have an expert inspect the air conditioning system each spring and provide any needed maintenance.
Dave said the town’s annual newsletter should be available in a few weeks and that the town is very close to launching the new area chamber/town website through Sephone Internet Solutions. Dave has also made a request to U S Cellular to use the existing tower in Redington North for additional cell phone coverage in town. The tower is currently used for rescue radios.

Dave reported he had spoken to Roland Andreasson, CFO for Boyne USA on the issue of publicly releasing the gross receipts from the golf course on an annual basis. He said the company was not willing to do that, but would disclose the annual number of rounds played at the course as an economic indicator. Selectmen then reviewed the estoppel etal. agreement for the proposed lease transfer for the golf course operation from SMC to CNL, who will sublease that to Sugarloaf (Boyne USA). Selectmen indicated the agreement should be further reviewed by the town’s attorney, who was instrumental in writing the current lease. Stan spoke to a concern regarding the possibility that Boyne USA (as SMC in agreement) could default as operator of the golf course. Bob and Dave both spoke to the fact that, under the lease agreement, if Boyne is no longer the operator, the matter would need to return to the town for any changes/approvals.
Selectmen reviewed the Special Town Meeting Warrant, called specifically to deal with transferring the golf course lease from SMC to CNL. Selectmen voted 4-0 in favor of approving the warrant. The meeting is scheduled for Wed. Nov. 28 at 7 p.m. at the AGC. 
Dave shared a letter from town Police Chief Ron Moody, announcing his intent to retire by March 2008, although he will actually be out of the office by December of 2007. Moody cites the culmination of several injuries received in the line of duty as the reason for his earlier departure. Dave will get a legal opinion on an appropriate severance package for Moody. He also noted the town may need to put together a search team to find a replacement for Moody. Selectmen accepted the letter with reluctance and understanding, noting it’s a unique position and Moody has served the town well.
The Meeting adjourned at 5:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
