TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY

MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

November 5, 2018
Board Members Present:
Bob Luce

Jay Reynolds




Karen Campbell
Lloyd Cuttler





John Beaupre
Others Present:

Dave Cota

Peggy & Patrick Willihan




Jane Luce

Bruce Miles




Mark Humphreys
Brian Demshar




Stacy Keene

Jess Beer




Trevor Folsom
Cerese Richardson





Sharon Petzold
George Purvis
Bob Luce opened the meeting at 4:30 p.m. and welcomed those present.  
Expense warrant #44 in the amount of $100,269.45 was reviewed and signed by Selectmen.

Payroll warrant #43 in the amount of $21,360.44 was reviewed and signed by Selectmen.

The minutes from the last two meetings were reviewed.  Jay Reynolds made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Lloyd Cuttler seconded the motion.   Motion approved.

Peggy Willihan, representing the Healthy Community Coalition, was in attendance to present Selectmen with information concerning “tobacco-free public areas”.    A copy of the proposed policy was distributed to the Selectmen, as well as a list of the proposed locations.   Peggy will be meeting with Ethan Austin and Deb Bowker tomorrow.   Peggy had met previously with Karl Strand about signage at the Clubhouse and Outdoor Center, and he had no concerns about that.   The signs will be placed at the entrances.  There is not an enforcement piece, unless the Selectmen vote to approve the policy and move forward with an ordinance.   Lloyd Cuttler made a motion to approve the policy as presented.  Jay Reynolds seconded the motion.   Motion approved.
Dave Cota reported that Chris Parks is now licensed as a plumbing inspector.  He’s been working with Bill Gilmore, and Bill is prepared for Chris to take over this role.  Jay Reynolds made a motion to appoint Chris as the Plumbing Inspector and Bill as Deputy Plumbing Inspector.  John Beaupre seconded the motion.   Motion approved.

Dave Cota reported that the door at the entrance of the town office needs replacement and has been there for many years.  It is not handicap accessible, and since the inside Clerk’s window area has been expanded, it creates a cold flow of air into the offices.   Dave recommends replacement of the door at an estimated cost of $3,500 (Dave feels this might be on the high side).   This also includes a removable “wind block” structure on the outside entrance that would be seasonal to keep cold wind out in the winter months.   There is $19,961 in the Town Building Repairs and Improvements account.   Jay Reynolds made a motion to approve the improvements as described.  Lloyd Cuttler seconded the motion.   Motion approved. 
Dave Cota stated that Deb Lander is now a town resident and could act as a ballot clerk.  John Beaupre made a motion to appoint Deb to this position.  Lloyd Cuttler seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

A pre-construction meeting with contractor, Gary Pomeroy Logging, for the airport clearing project will be held on November 16th.  

Dave Cota discussed the potential purchase of the 250-acre Ted Jones property.  There is going to be a buyer between Karen Moody and the Town, due to tax considerations.   The Town will be buying the property for $180,000 and the Town will receive a $30,000 grant for buying conservation land from the Maine Community Foundation, so the net cost to the Town would be $150,000.  Dave has had the town’s forester look at the land, and he has completed a brief report that looks very favorable in terms of future forestry operations on the lot as the lot has been well managed.  Some of the lot is however inoperable for forestry with some ledge and some wet land considerations.  However, most of the lot is operable.   At the next Selectmen’s meeting, Dave believes there will be a non-binding Memorandum of Understanding for the Selectmen to consider between the four parties involved in this potential land purchase.  Dave indicated that the Town will pay the last debt service payment on the Town’s 2000 bond (for purchase of the e 1203 “State Lot” in the year 2000). That last payment will be approximately $23,000. The payment on a 15-year bond for purchase of the 250-acre Ted Jones lot would be approximately $13,000 per year.  

Dave Cota reported that, if the Board agrees to a special town meeting on November 19th, he would like to schedule the Selectmen’s meeting prior to this.   For this meeting, he may have representatives of the Information Center Expansion Committee in attendance to discuss a proposed expansion project.   They would like to add a well and septic system, as well as a bathroom for staff use that would be included an approximate 22’ x 22’ expansion.   The perk test and septic design have already been done.
Peggy Willihan requested that the street light at the entrance of Bracket Brook Road be turned on. It is believed this was a private street light perhaps once owned by CVA. Patrick Willihan said that there’s a culvert at that location that is scheduled for work in 2020, and he’s hoping that this repair could be expedited and wondered if the Town has any leverage in this.  John Beaupre said there’s also a bad culvert near Ayotte’s also.   Lloyd Cuttler said the light at the bottom of the Access Road has been damaged by a truck. Dave indicated that he will contact MDOT concerning these issues. 
Chris Carlton, who owns All Speed Bike who ran the bike shop at the Outdoor Center this past summer may also come meet with the Selectmen at the next meeting.   Sugarloaf would like to extend their sublease with All Speed through the duration of Sugarloaf’s lease at the Outdoor Center.  Bob Luce recalled that the subleases were to be year-to-year.  Dave noted that the GPS work on the trails at the Outdoor Center is in progress at this time.  
Dave Cota also mentioned that at the next meeting, there will be discussion as to whether the Town wishes to extend health insurance to Town employees with domestic partners.  The discussion with the Board was postponed in April due to lack of funds in the current Town budget, so with the next budget cycle approaching, Dave would like to resurrect the discussion to determine if the Board will entertain a personnel policy change to allow it. 

John Beaupre asked if there was any progress on the Caribou Pond Dam with regard to Sugarloaf/Town participation.   Dave Cota indicated that Sugarloaf has been moving forward with it, and they are attempting to get the Franklin County TIF funding.   Bob Luce said that everything has been moving slowly and steadily through the process, with the support of the agencies. 

Bruce Miles asked if there may be an opportunity for the Town to impose a “resort tax” to try to collect revenue from all the individual owners who rent through Air B&B, Homeaway or other internet rental avenues in Carrabassett Valley.   The income to the town could help to support various services, such as shuttles, trails, etc.    Dave Cota said this would be called a Local Option Tax, and Maine Municipal Association has been advocating local option taxes for some time but the legislature has repeatedly refused to allow a local option sales tax.  
At this time, the meeting was opened up as a Public Hearing to discuss a potential moratorium ordinance concerning Medical Marijuana retail stores, dispensaries, commercial cultivation facilities, testing facilities and manufacturing facilities.    A copy of the proposed ordinance was circulated for those in attendance.   Dave Cota reported that there is a Committee that has been formed in town to discuss Adult Use Marijuana Businesses.   This ordinance is proposed for medical businesses, which would prevent them from coming into the community, unless the Town votes to allow them called the “Opts In” in the State legislation for it. Medical marijuana businesses are different and are allowed to come in to a town until December 13th, unless the Town elects to adopt a moratorium, which would give them time to consider regulations.   Any business would still need to go through the same local regulatory process as any other business, and it would need to conform with existing land use ordinances. This moratorium ordinance would disallow medical businesses, retroactive to October 22nd for a period of six month.  It would need to be approved by the Town voters at a Town meeting, after a public hearing (which is the purpose of tonight’s public hearing).    If this moves to a Special Town Meeting, the moratorium would be voted upon at the proposed November 19th special town Meeting.   This is a similar moratorium that has been imposed by several other towns, and it would last for 180 days.   The Business Marijuana Committee has met several times, and at the voting booth tomorrow, voters will be asked to fill out a non-binding voluntary survey to give the Committee some feedback as to whether these types of businesses are desirable by the voters.   There’s also an on-line survey available, and that link will be published in the Town Newsletter due to come out soon enacted by the Committee especially for non-resident taxpayers.  Survey results from that survey will be tallied after December 15th survey deadline and the results will be reported to the Selectmen. The Selectmen then determine whether or not to pursue an “Opt-in” for the voters of the Town to consider at the March Town Meeting.   Some towns are incorporating both medical and adult use into one ordinance. 
The hearing was opened up for questions/answers. Bruce Miles stated that there’s good reason for a moratorium since the State has been changing legislation on a day-to-day basis, and the moratorium will give the Town some breathing room and an opportunity to consider survey results.   Peggy Willihan, a member of the Marijuana Committee, said that 180 days goes by fast and the Committee would like to look at how an ordinance would affect all members of the community.   Stacy Keene said she agrees that 180 days goes fast, and other surrounding towns want to capitalize on this safe business.   It’s legal for people to have their own plants, and there are more dangerous drugs in a pharmacy than marijuana.  Also, in a resort community, there’s a way for people to get what they want here if marijuana is available.    Lloyd Cuttler reiterated that the moratorium is strictly for medical marijuana, and the Committee has been working hard to learn all they can in preparation and to prevent making quick ordinances that would have had to be in place by December 13th.  The moratorium would be plugging that hole and allow for time to do more research.  Peggy Willihan said that property abutters have been affected by growing of personal marijuana, since there needs to be provisions for odor.    George Purvis said there seems to be a misconception between recreational marijuana and medical marijuana, since medical marijuana is not for the purpose of getting high.  Traditional medicine does not always allow people to be treated the way they want to be.   He said that any potential medical marijuana business would be paying property taxes to the town, so there could be financial gain for the town.  He said that CBD has huge anti-inflammatory properties, and he would like to make himself available to answer questions about medical marijuana.   Bruce Miles acknowledged the difference between medical marijuana and recreational marijuana, but he pointed out that it is a drug, and prior to the pharmacy opening in Kingfield, he had to drive to Farmington.  He does not feel it creates a hardship for someone to have to drive for medical marijuana for 180 days.  He feels it’s right for a town to have to wait a few months in order to eliminate the state of flux.  The Committee meets regularly, and anyone is welcome to attend these meeting to provide their input.  Peggy Willihan said the Committee has been taking input and trying to be fair, but they want to make sure they are protecting everyone’s interests.   Patrick Willihan stated that the language in the ordinance supports the legislative body and that allows 180 days to explore items #5-7 as a Committee and develop an action plan.    George Purvis asked if there would be anything to allow for ordinances to be imposed after the fact.   Dave Cota said that the town will have to opt in to allow for any medical marijuana businesses, and there would likely be an ordinance drafted in advance.  There would not be any grandfathering of any businesses.   George said that he knows that there are people who already grown medical marijuana in Carrabassett Valley.   Dave Cota said that caregivers are already able to grow 6 plants per patient, so there’s nothing in the moratorium that prevents people from growing for their patients.   This moratorium would address the retail sale of medical marijuana.  Bruce Miles said that the caregiver operation falls under “home occupation” and there are some rules already in place that would govern that type of operation.   The odor could be conditioned on future applications, but Dave Cota said the town has not seen a single application for a home occupation for caregivers, and that with regulations use can be conditioned for odor.
Lloyd Cuttler said that Carrabassett Valley is unique since 90% of the taxpayers are non-resident, and the Town has always wanted to get their input, since this will affect their property.   So, the moratorium will allow for a bit more time.   Peggy Willihan stated that the moratorium was not put forth to prevent medical marijuana, but rather to provide some structure.   George Pervis asked for clarification between private medical marijuana and retail medical marijuana.    Dave Cota read the definitions to the group.  The Code Enforcement Officer would likely be the overseer of any operations to ensure that they conform with town ordinances.   Dave encouraged all present to be involved with the process and vote.  Patrick Willihan said he had a negative experience with a neighbor who grew in a basement with no odor control, and since Patrick has a medical condition, he had a difficult time going outside.  He met with the neighbor, who agreed to put a scrubber in.  Patrick has years of experience in education and he said it’s difficult to teach a child when they’re stoned.  He approaches the topic from both a professional and personal perspective.  George Purvis apologized for the offensive smell Patrick Willihan experienced, and he reiterated that the medical marijuana does not promote euphoria.  He wants to advocate for people’s health and a chosen profession as a medical retailer.  He sees no reason why a successful business wouldn’t want to support their town. Stacy Keene asked about signage ordinances; Dave Cota said there are ordinances, but there may be further restrictions placed on development of appropriate signage.  Bruce Miles suggested that the public hearing be wrapped up and allow the Selectmen to move forward.
Lloyd Cuttler made a motion to sign a certified copy of the ordinance and call a Special Town Meeting for November 19th.  Jay Reynolds seconded the motion.   Motion approved with John Beaupre abstaining. Karen Campbell made a motion to sign the November 19th special Town Meeting warrant.  Lloyd Cuttler seconded the motion.   Motion approved with John Beaupre abstaining.
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Schnorr

