Minutes of the May 29, 2007
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Bob Luce, George Abbott, John Beaupre, Lloyd Cuttler, Steve Pierce

Guests: Dave Cota, Deb Bowker, Scott Hogg, Diana Hogg, Don Fowler, Larry Warren, Stan Tingley, Neal Trask, John Norris, Bob Tgettis, Bill Gilmore, Dave Chambers, Matt Dahlgren, Kevin French, Nadene McLeod

The Meeting opened at 4:30 p.m.

Selectmen reviewed and signed Payroll Warrant 

#25 for  $ 20,961.14

Selectmen reviewed and signed TEW


#33 for       1,033.00

Selectmen reviewed and signed TEW


#35 for     40,858.31

Selectmen reviewed and approved, 5-0, the Minutes of the May 10, 2007 Meeting

There was discussion concerning the approved expenditure of up to $25,000 for the purchase of a used ice grooming machine for the Touring Center ice rink. Search sub- committee member Matt Dahlgren explained the committee was using Bahl’s & Assoc. to help them find a suitable machine within the Town’s budget. He also noted a recent missed opportunity to purchase a replacement, but the search has been renewed. Selectmen agreed, 5-0, to authorize Town Manager Dave Cota to approve any future committee recommendation regarding the purchase of a used ice grooming machine and to spend up to $25,000.
There was discussion concerning a request from the Western Mountain Foundation (WMF), formally the Western Mountains Corp. (WMC), to obtain $30,000 from the Town for trail development. The request was approved at a Dec. 11, 2001 Special Town Meeting and is still valid. Town attorney Don Fowler and WMF President Larry Warren, entered the discussion as well. Selectmen are concerned with getting assurances from Warren that public access will always exist along the trails. Warren has agreed to have Fowler review the leases for the approximately 18 miles of planned trails in the Town, including one with the Penobscot Indian Nation (PIN). Warren expressed his concern that some of the lease agreements, particularly with PIN, are not public information and that the information therein be kept to itself. Warren also noted that the public would have access to all of the trails being developed by WMF and its Hut system, not just those in Town. Fowler said he had reviewed the lease and memorandum lease between PIN and WMF and his findings were that nothing states it is for public use, but then nothing states it’s not. He also noted that should WMC ever wish to sell its interests, PIN has the right of first refusal. He suggested any agreement between the Town and WMC should request that WMC agree to comply with all items in said lease, so as to avoid a default of lease situation. Fowler noted that even if a third party were to take over the lease, the Town’s interests will continue as long as they are stated in the memorandum. Selectmen agreed 5-0 to a motion to move forward and that Dave work closely with Fowler and Warren on an agreement and return to selectmen with a formal agreement.
There was much discussion concerning the Town’s public access TV channel with Fowler and Scott Hogg. Hogg had previously approached the Board to help “level the playing field” between WSKI and himself, a professional broadcaster. Selectmen and Dave then reviewed the history of WSKI and the franchise agreement with Time Warner. Dave noted the Town was under no legal obligation to put any town service out to bid. After much discussion, Selectmen told Hogg the next step, if any, was up to him as the Town felt it was honoring the contract (with Time-Warner).
Selectmen agreed to allow use of the Town’s portion of the Carriage Road by ATVs by a vote of 5-0, with the following provisions: it be a one-year probationary period, that proper signage be posted at both ends of the road and that the Town reserves the right to revoke said usage at any time without prior notice.
Dave outlined a recommendation by the Information Center Study Committee to continue providing an area chamber website and kiosk at the information center building. Additionally, the committee recommends the Town change the system over to Sephone Internet Solutions. Dave noted the new company would develop the chamber website and be in charge of collecting the funds from advertisers. It would also redevelop the town website and update that on a regular basis. Dave said operational costs would be less per year with Sephone, thus saving the Town money. The Town would also retain all policies and controls over both websites. There would be a one-time cost of $600 to have everything switched and improved, then a $35 fee per month. Dave said he will have firmer information at the next selectmen’s meeting concerning the cost of replacing the kiosk and other possible improvements to the information center. He noted the start up costs could be placed on the warrant for the June 18 Special Town Meeting, or could come out of the Selectmen’s Contingency Fund. Selectmen agreed 5-0 to have Dave move forward with the project.
Dave noted there is a need to fill a vacancy on the Planning Board for an alternate. Selectmen asked him to advertise the position and provide them with a list of interested people.
Dave said the draft for the warrant for June 18 is not final yet, but he also noted there would not be a Planning Board zoning change request on the warrant. He will have the prepared warrant ready for Selectmen to sign at their June 11 meeting.

Dave said he had called US Cellular regarding the poor local cell phone coverage. The company asked him to develop a topo map with all the “dead spots” in Town on it for their review. It is hoped the company can provide a repeater to improve service.

Selectmen agreed 4-0 with Steve Pierce abstaining, to help sponsor the second annual Summerfest with $500 from the Selectmen’s Contingency Fund.

The Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
