Minutes of the May 12, 2008
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Bob Luce, John Beaupre, Lloyd Cuttler, Steve Pierce

Guests: Dave Cota, John McCatherine, Stan Tingley, Bill Munzer, Pam Morse, Neal Trask, Sherri Tripp, Jeff Jacques, Bill Gilmore

The meeting began at 4:30 p.m.

Selectmen reviewed and signed the following:



Payroll Warrant #19 for 

$  15,821.16



AP Warrant       #18 for 

  118,316.54



AP Warrant       #20 for

    92,342.12

Selectmen reviewed and approved the April 23, 2008 Minutes

Selectmen reviewed, approved and signed two Special Town Meeting Warrants, for May 29 and June 10, dealing with the School Budget, proposed at $947,523.

Rev. Pam Morse approached the board to discuss the current cemetery fees and to request a change to reflect better equality. After discussion, selectmen voted 4-0 to change the current policy as follows: the cost of a plot will be $350 each for a resident and/or taxpayer; and $500 each for a non-resident/non-taxpayer. The selectmen agreed to revisit the policy as needed in the future.

Bill Munzer asked for permission to use a 35-foot by 240-foot section of town-owned land adjacent to the J.V. Wing Snowmobile Club property, for winter use only, for additional snowmobile trailer parking. He said requests have been growing as the sport increases in popularity. Abutting landowner Jeff Jacques noted his only concern was that the area be landscaped. Dave noted his concern should Jacques decide to expand his sewer system of the Carrabassett Inn on that lot. Munzer said it would be a one-winter experiment. After more discussion, selectmen voted 4-0 to grant the request, with the provision that the club provide a rider to their insurance policy to include the expanded area and that all sleds and trailers be inside club-land barriers by April 1.

Selectmen agreed 4-0 to add a $100 annual donation to the Ski Museum of Maine.

John McCatherin and Sherri Tripp were present to discuss the final findings report of the PEG channel committee. The final recommendation from the committee is that the town residents/taxpayers do not want a town-operated channel at this time. Selectmen accepted the report as presented, 4-0. Tripp noted that findings said there are numerous people in the community willing to work with WSKI to volunteer their time to film local events for that channel. Dave said he would invite WSKI to meet with the committee as necessary and send WSII a copy of the results of the survey that was completed.

Dave reported on spring action on the Outdoor Center project. He said site work had begun and was within budget so far. He noted a new section of 10-foot trail would be needed along the pond shore, but could be paid for from the forest management (public lot) account.
Selectmen gave their verbal support to a plan to contract out town payroll services. Dave noted it would increase productivity of town office personnel and in the long run save the town money. Three bids were received; he and Lori Hocking, town treasurer recommended Bangor Savings Bank, at an annual cost of $1,200. The Board voted to approve the bid of Bangor Savings Bank provided that Dave will research if there are sufficient funds in the 2008 budget.

Dave gave an update on the first year of operation of the newly-organized community transport system. He said it was within budget and that ridership was at 132,035 for the season. As a comparison, the entire Mt. Desert Island (Island Explorer in Acadia National Park) ridership is 350,000 per year.
Dave provided updates on several current projects, including bids for town property mowing. Selectmen instructed him to accept the lowest bidder.

The Meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
