Minutes of the March 24, 2008
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Bob Luce, John Beaupre, Lloyd Cuttler, Steve Pierce, Jay Reynolds

Guests: Dave Cota, John McCatherine, Richard Rose, Courtney Knapp, John Norris

The Meeting opened at 4:35 p.m. Selectmen welcomed Jay Reynolds back to the Board.

The Minutes of the Feb. 25, 2008 Meeting were reviewed and approved.

Selectmen reviewed and signed the following Town Warrants:


AP #12 for 

$137,207.52

AP #14 for 

    40,865.95


Payroll #11 for 
    20,819.78


Payroll #13 for 
    25,253.90
Selectmen reviewed a list of Municipal Appointments for 2008. The following slate was approved:

Town Clerk/Tax Collector/Registrar of Voters
Wendy Russell


Deputy Town Clerk/Tax Collector


Lori Hocking


Treasurer





Lori Hocking


Deputy Treasurer




David Cota


Police Chief





Scott Nichols


CEO/Plumbing Inspector



William Gilmore


Tax Assessor





William Gilmore


Fire Chief/EMA Director



Courtney Knapp

Health Officer





Rebecca Morin

Animal Control Officer



William Munzer

Ballot Clerks – Democrats – Bonnie Stagers, Michelle Cota, Joseph Lessard,   Karen Elliott, Susan Peck; Republicans – Linda Trask, Nancy Fowler, Louise Chase. Janice Mildran
Board/Committees – Planning Board – Janice Kremin, Alan Sleight (both 2011)

Recreation – Carl Demshar, John DeBiase (both 2011)

Board of Appeals – Steve Wakefield (2011)

Airport Advisory – Peter Gorman, Lloyd Cuttler (both 2011)

Board of Assessment Review – Deborah Pierce (2011)

Budget Committee – Robert Briggs, Carl Demshar (both 2011)

In addition, Richard Rose and David Ryan were appointed to the Budget Committee to fill 2 vacancies (2009).

John McCatherine reported on the progress of the Cable TV Access Channel Committee to date. He said a questionnaire would be sent out very soon to 180 randomly selected taxpayers and voters. He said an expected 50 returns were hoped for. The questionnaire will be designed to ask people what they want in regard to a town PEG channel, if at all.

Courtney Knapp provided specifications for the new Pumper/Tanker Fire Truck and delivered three bids for the chassis. He said he plans to bid the chassis and body separately. The three bids were opened, reviewed and discussed. The bids were as follows:

CB Kenworth of Bangor


$80,429.36


Portland North of Portland


$81,940.00

J&B International of Colchester, VT
$80,428.88

Courtney noted there was $82,000 in the budget for this phase of the purchase. Selectmen asked Courtney his preference and he said Portland North, due to the company’s excellent customer service record, number of locations in the state and that the company would help the Town sell the two older trucks. Courtney also said expects the pumper to sell for $35,000 and the tanker for around $7,500. He also said the Town could expect delivery of the chassis within 45-60 days of order. The rest of the truck would take about 120 days, combining for a late-in-the-year delivery date. After discussion, the Board voted 5-0 to award the bid to Portland North, pending Dave’s favorable review of all specs.
Dave gave an update on the New Library/Community Building project. He said RFP’s had been requested for architectural services and eight had responded. Four have been chosen to interview and one will be chosen and recommended to the library trustees. Dave noted that all funds for this service will be from fundraising efforts and that no Town funds are involved. The plan is for the firm to revisit the concept plan and then move into design and cost expectations. It is hoped to have a final architectural design and cost estimates within five months.
Dave also reported on the school budget process, noting the State now requires a Town Meeting vote on the budget and then a referendum vote to approve. That would require a Town Meeting vote 10 days prior to the referendum vote. Selectmen asked that members of the School Committee come speak with them when possible. Dave will investigate budget cuts and consolidation effects on SAD 58.

Dave said he would be attending a County Commissioner’s meeting the following day, adding he had sent a letter to commissioners voicing the Town’s concerns over a possible TIF agreement for the Kibby wind power project and its possible financial effect on surrounding towns.

The Meeting ended at 5:35 p.m.

Selectmen voted to enter an executive session to discuss a poverty abatement request.

Selectmen came out of executive session at 5:40 p.m. The abatement for $653.00 for approved.
Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
