TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY

MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

March 11, 2019
Board Members Present:
Bob Luce

Jay Reynolds




Karen Campbell
John Beaupre

Others Present:

Dave Cota

Stan Tingley




Jess Beers
Bob Luce opened the meeting at 4:30 p.m. and welcomed those present.  
Expense warrants #10 in the amount of $424,800.81 was reviewed and signed by Selectmen.

Payroll warrants #9 in the amount of $31,647.22 was reviewed and signed by Selectmen.

The minutes from the February 25, 2019 meeting were review.  Jay Reynolds made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Karen Campbell seconded the motion.   Motion approved.
Dave Cota discussed a request to the State Legislature to change the language of the deed restrictions of the Town’s State Public Lot to allow for camping in vehicles.  When the Town bought the lot in 2000, there were deed restrictions that came with it.  The property must remain open to the public, and activities can include camping “other than in motor vehicles”. With the increase in mountain bike activity at the Outdoor Center we have seen “camping in vehicles”.   With recent discussions about possibly developing a campground, this restriction would need to be lifted.  The Legislature would have to make this change, and for this reason, Dave has been in touch with our local State Senator and Representative.  This change, if approved, would likely take time, and to get the restriction lifted does not mean that the Town has to allow for a campground; but it would be a potential option.     Ultimately, the Town will need to determine what, if anything, would be allowed at the Outdoor Center for camping.    Stan Tingley said that, if we approach the State and make it clear that it would just be for overnight parking, it might be allowable.  John Beaupre made a motion to authorize Dave Cota to proceed with this request.   Jay Reynolds seconded the motion.   Motion approved.
Dave Cota reported that there is legislation sponsored by both the area’s State Senator and State Representative to allow for five versus three Franklin County Commissions.  The consensus of the Board was that they are supportive of this change.  Jay Reynolds made a motion to make a formal show of support.  Karen Campbell seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

Dave Cota reported on the Maine DOT three-year work plan for capital projects in this region.  Unfortunately, none of the planned work is scheduled until 2021, in spite of the condition of Route 27 and the amount of traffic that it handles.

Dave Cota reported that, in order to continue to complete FAA and State-funded Airport Projects every five years, the Town needs to go through a Request for Proposals to hire an Airport Consultant for a five-year period.  There is no cost to the Town to do this.   Jay Reynolds made a motion to approve proceeding with the Request for Proposals.  John Beaupre seconded the motion.  Motion approved.

Dave Cota provided an update on the Fire Station Project.   H.E. Callahan has been hired and will be meeting with the Committee soon.   Boyne/Sugarloaf’s environmental person has been on this and is working on a request to D.E.P. for an amendment to their site plan permit.  Boyne does not want to deal with a lease or purchase before they see some architectural drawings, so the Town will need to hire an architect to prepare this for review.   There is currently $190,000 in the Fire Station Reserve Fund, and some of this money may need to be used for site survey and other engineering services. Stan Tingley said that he is considering trying to amend the article at the Town Meeting to require the purchase of the land versus a lease arrangement.   Bob Luce said that he does not believe there will be anything other than a lease, based on discussions he’s had.    Stan Tingley said he believes the Town should consider alternate locations that could be owned by the Town.   Dave Cota noted that this may be a topic for a later meeting, perhaps in May as there is an article in the March Town Meeting to appropriate an additional $60,000 in the Reserve for this project but there is no article at this time to approve funding of the construction project.  He said he would be looking to hopefully have at least a right of first refusal in the lease language.   Dave Cota pointed out that this is the same type of arrangement that CVA has with the Competition Center, and there is an interest in continuing discussions about a purchase.  Stan Tingley asked about the article in the warrant, since it asks about architectural design.  Bob Luce said that the design of the building needs to happen, regardless of what lot the building occupies.
Dave Cota provided copies of the Town Reports.   Dave wanted to reviewed a few of the articles to see which Selectmen might want to address questions at the meeting. 

Informational:

The Marijuana Committee will meet again in the next few weeks (likely in April) to wrap up their discussions, at least for now.   They’ve had nine meetings and two public hearings, in addition to completing a public survey.  The information, from there, will go to the Selectmen, since they will be deciding the final draft ordinances that will be presented to the voters. If there are substantive changes on the part of the State that will affect the ordinances, Dave will relay that information to the Committee accordingly, though he does not anticipate that at this time based on this discussion with the State’s ‘Director of Marijuana Policy’. 
The Mountain Bike Committee met on March 1st. Some related items will be on an upcoming agenda for the Selectmen.  Dave and others will be meeting with the Bureau of Public Lands soon to learn more about what may or may not be allowed in terms of mountain bike trail development on their lands.

There will be a meeting in April with the Penobscot Indian Nation to discuss normal requests for annual permits to use the Carriage Road and trails, at which time Dave hopes to discuss the possibility of obtaining a permanent easement for use of the one mile of the old railroad bed from the so called “Ted Jones lot” back to the Carriage Road.
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Schnorr

