TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY

MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

June 3, 2019
Board Members Present:
Bob Luce

Jay Reynolds




Lloyd Cuttler

John Beaupre




Karen Campbell (via phone)

Others Present:

Dave Cota

Peter Robbins




Tim Flight

Stan Tingley





Deb Bowker

Dutch Demshar
Bob Luce opened the meeting at 4:30 p.m. and welcomed those present.  
Expense warrants #20 and #22 in the amount of $32,644.22 and $130,182.84, respectively, were reviewed and signed by Selectmen.

Payroll warrants #19 and #21 in the amount of $24,816.54 and $23,676.58, respectively, were reviewed and signed by Selectmen.

The minutes from the May 6, 2019 meeting were reviewed.  Lloyd Cuttler made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Jay Reynolds seconded the motion.   Motion approved.
Dave Cota discussed a request for approval for a new airport hangar leased lot for Peter Robbins.  Dave provided Peter’s e-mail request, and the plan is currently conceptual, but if approved, Peter will come back with building plans and the official name of the Lessee.   Peter Robbins was in attendance to express his interest and answer any questions.  He has been   involved with the Lewiston/Auburn Airport, and his family owns property in Carrabassett Valley.  He proposes to build a hangar similar to the others in color and design.  When a final design is received, the Planning Board would need to approve the plan.   Peter addressed the Selectmen and explained that he flies a 182, which he shares with a partner.  He has had a vision of owning a hangar at the Carrabassett Airport, and he met with the Airport Committee and Chris Parks.   Pending approval of his application, Peter will try to meet with contractor Mark Fournier for existing plans, which he feels are ideal.    He may be looking to do a larger door, as he is a helicopter pilot, as well.   John Beaupre made a motion to approve this request.   Lloyd Cuttler seconded the motion.  Motion approved.
Dave Cota reported that he has received two bids for the proposed septic system for the Information Center.   The low bid of $9,104 was received from Narrow Gauge Construction.  The next higher bid was $10,944 from Jordan Excavation.  John Beaupre made a motion to accept the Narrow Gauge bid.   Jay Reynolds seconded the motion.   Motion approved. 
Dave Cota provided an update on the status of the Airport clearing project.   Gary Pomeroy Logging is onsite to start removing debris, grinding stumps, mulching and seeding, which is expected to take up to three weeks.  Dave said it has created some concerns from nearby residents.    Once the large rocks are out of the way, the stump grinder will arrive.  Once completed, Dave believes it will look a lot better.   The plantings around the pool are done and look great.   Jay Reynolds suggested possibly doing more of the plantings for other properties affected.   Dave Cota has also been speaking with Dead River about better screening of their bulk plant.   Back in 1965, this was a county airport and the cutting easements were in place, but nothing had been done until now, even though it should have been being maintained over all these years.   Without adherence to these rules, there may not be availability of federal funding in the future from FAA, not to mention the safety factor for pilots.  Dave agrees that there could be some partnership with plantings for an owner that is particularly dissatisfied.  There is money in the budget to plant a couple of acres of wildflowers and Dave has discussed this with Norpine and with Karen Campbell. The only thing they cannot do is to plant large trees again.  Stan Tingley asked if other airports have standards concerning snowmobiles going across them.   Dave Cota said the Town tries to work with people, so long as they stay off the runway.  It’s a 20-1 approach and there cannot be any obstructions on the approaches, and with 80’ trees like existed, it became a real concern.  Lloyd Cuttler explained that there are tiers of restrictions at various airports; for example, Portland needs barbed wire around their airport, but they are not in the same category as Carrabassett Valley.
Dave Cota provided a memo to the Selectmen with regard to the Planning Board’s position concerning a proposed re-zoning of Sugarloaf Village I from Planned Development to R-2 (residential).   At this time, the Planning Board does not recommend further action, as they believe there needs to be more participation from all of the potentially affected property owners, as well as an attempt to resolve any concerns through the association’s governing documents.   The matter has been tabled at this time by the Planning Board.   Lloyd Cuttler said that, based on his participation in a Planning Board meeting, he felt that much of this was driven by fear of marijuana businesses in the development.   Lloyd feels the associations need to address this individually and internally to identify their issues.  
Dave Cota provided an update on planning for the new Mountain Fire Station.   The first draft of the floor plan has been completed but is being modified, which Dave provided to the Selectmen.  These plans will provide enough space to potentially move the Police Department into the building, if so desired in the future (this accounts for approximately 600 additional square feet extra or a 10% increase in the building size). Proposals for the mechanical system are being sought.  This committee will next meet on June 12th at 8:30 a.m.  Stan Tingley said he believes Boyne will have to provide some sort of release, and he feels there are pitfalls with that.  He really wants to see the Town purchase the land.  Dave Cota responded that the Town will be voting on whether to fund the entire project in the future.  He is emphasizing the Town’s interest in owning the land.  John Beaupre said he would like to see the Town set a goal to keep the annual loan payments neutral to what’s been being put into the reserve for this project.
Stan Tingley asked about the status of the vote on the Marijuana Ordinance.  Dave Cota said that the final draft of the ordinance will be put before the Town at a meeting.   However, there will be public hearings based on the Selectmen’s recommendations on the matter.

Dave will be putting the Outdoor Center Stream Crossing out to bid soon.   Where the work will be outside the stream bed, the project will need to wait until mid-July as per environmental regulations.  
Regarding bridges and culvert structures on the Public Lot trails and roads, a big culvert has been replaced, and both large bridge replacements have been completed. The contractor has not been able to finish bridge work on Trail #29 that was started last fall due to still wet conditions but will complete work in the summer. 
Preliminary plans for the Town Park Pavilion Expansion and Rec Department storage building have been completed.   There was discussion regarding potential locations for these, since access is important.  The Planning Board will be reviewing the plans.  The Selectmen will walk the proposed sites for the Rec storage building after this meeting.   Once more details are worked out, it will go out to bid.
Dave Cota reported that he’s spent considerable time on the change to the deed restrictions to the Town-owned “State Lot” public lot, which would allow a change in the deed restrictions that currently disallows a commercial campground. A change in the deed covenants to allow a commercial campground was passed by the Legislative Committee (10-0 with 3 abstentions) and will now go to the full legislature for vote.  Dave pointed out to the Legislative Committee that there was a large parcel at Crocker that was taken out of taxation and put into conservation.  No one should assume that, even if the restrictions are eliminated, there will be a campground at the Outdoor Center, since it a plan would need to developed and approved by a vote of the Town.
Dave Cota reported that he met with the Penobscot Indian Nation Tribal Council concerning providing an easement from the Carriage Road to the “Ted Jones Lot”, and is now waiting for a decision.

A purchase agreement has been signed for the purchase of the new snowmobile trail groomer for the Snowmobile Club.   Additionally, a one-year agreement with the Town has been drafted, by which the Club will purchase the machine in one-year from the Town.  
The Mountain Bike Trail crew has working on the new 1 ½ mile trail between the Outdoor Center and Route 27.  They will be also be working on the approach trail to Bigelow afterwards.  The Trail Signage Project is also coming along.   The Club is paying $10,000 toward this project, Sugarloaf is paying $5,000 and the Town is paying $15,000.  The goal is for some of this signage to be installed this summer.   The proposed mountain bike trail from the base of Snubber chair lift to the Baselodge will be completed over the summer under a separate contract between Sugarloaf and a trail building contractor.  As approved by the Town, the Town will provide a 50/50 match up to $15,000 for building this trail.  
There was a meeting at the Transfer Station last Friday with Waste Management Co. to look at improving compacting of demolition materials, and they would like to relocate the metal storage.  The amount of demolition material is nearly double what it was five years ago.  At $363 per haul and taking only 2 – 2 ½ tons, this is expensive, since it’s not adequately compacted.   Waste Management suggested hiring an engineer to design something for the Town.   Dave Cota will be in touch with Plymouth Engineering on the matter. The Selectmen agreed to move forward with hiring Plymouth Engineering to determine if a ramp or other structure can be built at the Transfer Station to relocate the 40 yd. demolition cans to facilitate better compaction (with a backhoe) and something easier to use for people to be able to dump down into the demo can. 
There will be a Household Hazardous Waste Collection on July 13th at the Transfer Station from 9 to Noon. The program has been changed a bit, and now these collection days will be held more “regionally” in the future.   They will combine Kingfield, New Portland and Carrabassett Valley this year.   Next year, the collection day will be held in Kingfield.   
The Golf Course Greens Committee will meet in June, but the date needs to be determined.  John Beaupre said that Warren Michaelson will be coming to look at a potential Par 3 facility (3-4 hole) for junior or teaching, etc.   
Dave Cota will be out of the office June 6-13.

Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Lynn Schnorr

