Minutes of the July 23, 2007
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Bob Luce, George Abbott, John Beaupre, Lloyd Cuttler, Steve Pierce

Guests: Dave Cota, John Norris, John Diller, Foster Stewart, Roland Andreasson, Brian Toomey, Matt Dahlgren, Danielle Lavertu, Ben Hanstein, Bill Gilmore, Don Fowler, Stan Tingley, Richard Rose

The Meeting began at 4:35 p.m.

Selectmen reviewed and signed 
Payroll Warrant #43 for 
$ 16,842.78

Selectmen reviewed and signed 
AP Warrant 
  #44 for
$ 37,489.32

Selectmen reviewed and approved the Minutes of the July 9, 2007 Meeting

Dave introduced Roland Andreasson, Chief Financial Officer of Boyne USA company, soon to be new owners of Sugarloaf/USA and Foster Stewart, legal counsel for American Skiing Co. (ASC). They brought a request for the selectmen to sign a consent release and estoppel certificate, which would essentially say that the Town agrees to consent to a transfer of stock majority in SMC from ASC to Boyne, and to release ASC as the lessee of the golf course. Selectmen reviewed the draft of the consent agreement. Dave noted Town Attorney Kevin McCarthy from Marcus, Clegg & Mistretta, who drew up the golf course lease between the Town and SMC in 2000, indicated that the selectmen are authorized to sign the consent agreement. Boyne representatives said Boyne would retain the stock in ASC (at least temporarily), but that all assets of the resort would be held by CNL, a real estate investment trust, in a 40 year lease. They noted CNL would want a change in the lease at a later time to reflect their holdings. That later change would require a majority vote of at a Town Meeting. They assured selectmen Boyne would continue to operate both the golf course and the Outdoor Center and that Boyne is willing to step into all aspects as does SMC. Town Attorney Don Fowler spoke to several concerns, the main being that selectmen should have more time to review the consent document and have time to speak with McCarthy on the matter. He also brought up environmental concerns which need to be honored. Andreasson said Boyne will take the place of ASC in all agreements and will also assume the 18-month guarantee of lease payment and all environmental concerns in the golf course lease. He said a corporate guarantee from Boyne USA could be part of the closing of the resort sale. Selectmen agreed, 5-0, to approve the consent subject to Boyne’s guarantee of the golf course lease, that Boyne be responsible for all environmental provisions in that lease and the final document be subject to attorney McCarthy’s satisfaction. Selectmen also gave authorization to the Chairman, Bob Luce, to sign the consent agreement on behalf of the Town. 
Dave presented a list of six contractors who had sent Requests for Qualifications to bid on the upcoming Outdoor Center Project. After review, one firm was determined to not have enough building experience for a project of this size. The five remaining are: Hardy pond Construction of Portland, David Adams Construction Co. of New Portland, E.W. Littlefield, Inc. & Sons of Hartland, Linwood Doble of Kingfield and Bowman Bros., Inc. of Newport. Dave noted the bid process would begin on or about August 10. Bob said that realistically the Outdoor Center would not be open for business until Jan. 1, 2008, rather than Dec. 1, 2007, although some components might be open sooner. Selectmen approved the recommended five contractors by a vote of 5-0.

Selectmen signed the annual Maine Dept. of Transportation form, which qualifies the Town to receive annual Rural Initiative funds for capital improvements of public roads.

Selectmen approved and signed five property deeds for back land to be sold to abutting landowners of non-conforming lots along Route 27. Dave noted closures would take place upon payment for each piece of land. The five owners are: 
Selectmen made the following two appointments of alternates to the Planning Board: Alan Sleight and Augusta French. Both terms are until 2009. Dave said he would send a letter thanking the other applicants for those two positions and keep their names on file for future openings.

Dave asked Selectmen to review a letter written to Town officials from several residents of the Gauge Road, in reference to the recently approved parking lot for the Western Mountain Foundation hut parking lot, specifically road access. Dave noted the Planning Board was planning to review the complaint and reconsider approval of the lot pending further investigation.
The Meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
