TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY

MINUTES OF SELECTMEN’S MEETING

January 19, 2010

Board Members Present:
Bob Luce

John Beaupre





Steve Pierce

Jay Reynolds





Lloyd Cutler

Others Present:

Dave Cota

John Ober





Richard Rose

Phil Shurtleff





John McCatherin
Neal Trask



Bob Luce opened the meeting at 4:34 p.m.    
The Board signed Payroll Warrants #54 and 55, for 2009, for $15,960.38 and $5,208.32, respectively.    Another Payroll Warrant #1, for 2010, for $9,984.16
The Board signed Expenditure Warrant #56, for 2009, for $306,034.33, and also #2, for 2010, for $180,652.99. 
The minutes of the December 21, 2009 meeting were approved unanimously.
The first item on the agenda was to discuss the contract addendum for the Waste Management Company to operate the Transfer Station.  Waste Management is requesting a 2.2% increase, based on the US Department of Labor’s Bureau of Labor statistics.  Dave Cota explained that this does seem verifiable, based on wording in their contract.  Tonnage is down, which is reflective of business and construction activity, which is not great news, but total costs are down as a result of tipping fees.  John Beaupre made a motion to sign the contract based on the above; motion carried unanimously.
Final closure of the: 1)Airport Clearing Project and 2) the engineering, permitting and construction of the new fixed-base aircraft apron was discussed.  Dave Cota distributed some information for year-end results of the Clearing Project. There is an $8,000 deficit right now, but with the state share, it will end up at $7,240 for Town’s Share of the Airport Clearing Project (the Town approved expending up to $10,000 from the Airport Reserve for this project).  For the Engineering Phase of the Fixed Based Apron Project, the town has spent $38,000 in this design phase. This project willl be reimbursed with F.A.A. (95%) and State (2.5%) funding with the Town to pay 2.5% as approved by the Town to be expended from the Airport  Reserve Account. The town’s already though most of the design phase; the Airport Committee will meet on 1/29 after meeting with the Town Planning Board on 1/28.  Dave also had a copy of the design, in the event anyone wants to look it over.   After construction of the project, there will be the opportunity for the development of six new hangers, built privately.   The project is moving along nicely and is moving ahead with the engineering.  The Construction Phase is estimated to be a $300,000 plus project, and there will be an opportunity for contractors to bid on the apron, built to FAA standards.  The board will see an Airport Consultant Contract in the near future for the construction/inspection portion of this project. It is anticipated that this project will go out to bid in the spring. 
Dave Cota reported that there is a small committee who has met to help facilitate the design and construction of a new proposed Multi-Purpose Recreational Bridge (snowmobile, ATV, bike, cross-country ski).  Members of the committee are Bill Munzer, Bill Gilmore, John Tobias, Deb Bowker, Neal Trask and Dave Cota.   The bridge will be located on the airport property, somewhere near the Narrow Gauge Pathway, which will cross the Carrabassett River.   It will be wider than the Campbell Field Bridge, but not wide enough to accommodate grooming equipment (unless there is consideration to build it to accommodate grooming equipment).   The cost to build it big enough for groomers may be prohibitive.  The purpose of the committee is to get a good cross-section of recreational interests, who have varying perspectives, and who can look at the costs and potential grant funding.  There may be some information brought to the next town meeting about this.   The snowmobile club has already received a considerable donation for this project.   It will be designed by an engineer; will require DEP permitting, etc., so the cost may be as high as $50,000 or more.   It will be a four-season bridge for recreation.   They will have to get some sort of easement to the Black Fly Field, and they have already received permission from the Penobscot Nation for access which will require a longer term (10 year minimum) easement.    This new bridge may eliminate the snowmobile and ATV traffic through the Carrabassett Village area, which may be good news to some residents.   Lloyd Cutler added that there is a preliminary plan for a bridge across the River in Kingfield, as well.   Dave Cota noted that Eustis generates a lot of business from the ATV groups, and they work closely with the snowmobile club.
The Franklin County Chamber of Commerce has requested permission to use the Information Center in Carrabassett Valley.  This has been discussed in the past.  Dave Cota stated that they would like to extend their presence in northern Franklin County, and they would be here probably one day a week.   Steve Pierce said he would like to see some sort of contractual agreement for liability purposes, or at least a memorandum of understanding.  Dave will check with the town’s insurance representatives.   They would like to get started as soon as possible.  Dave said that they will need to address plumbing in the building at some time in the future.   There’s a gas Rinnai for heat in the building.  Perhaps more can be done, since the building would only be open one day a week, but perhaps an outdoor kiosk or something to that effect.   A motion was made to draw up a memorandum of understand (agreement) with the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce for the use of the building; motion approved unanimously.
Dave Cota brought to the Board’s attention that there are four ridges in Highland Plantation that are proposed for wind power. This is directly east of Carrabassett Valley.  There is a group of “

Friends of Highland Mountains” who have organized (and whom are opposed to this project), and they have been in contact with Dave.  Dave indicated that he will remain “neutral” in support of this project but we will attempt to try to get information out, as it becomes available.  The Penobscot Nation has done some wind power testing on nearby mountains (as of two years ago).   Bill Gilmore may ask the Planning Board to put together some minimal ordinances, in the event that a project is proposed that the town will need to look at.  Jay Reynolds suggested that individual windmills ought to also be looked at in an ordinance.   Lloyd Cutler noted that the substation at the Kibby project has been down for five weeks now, and they haven’t been able to transmit power.    Lloyd also cautions that individual windmills and solar panels are going to become more and more popular as time goes on, since the technology has moved so fast and the prices are starting to drop as the market is flooded with this new technology;  he feels that home solar is going to become big in the near future.
Meeting ended at 5:09 p.m.         Respectfully submitted, Lynn M. Schnorr

