Minutes of the January 14, 2008
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Bob Luce, George Abbott, John Beaupre, Steve Pierce

Guests: Dave Cota, Bill Gilmore, Stan Tingley, Neal Trask, Scott Hogg, John Norris, Bob Tgettis

The Meeting opened at approximately 4:30 p.m.

Selectmen reviewed and signed Payroll Warrant # 74 and #1   for $31,988.14
Selectmen reviewed and signed AP Warrant # 75,76,77 and 3  for $57,801.61 

Selectmen reviewed and approved, 4-0, the Minutes of the Dec. 26 & Jan 8 Meetings

*  Bill Gilmore presented an update on proposed changes to the Town’s Land Use Ordinances as recommended by the Planning Board. The proposed changes will be on the March 12 annual town meeting warrant.

*  Selectmen approved, 4-0, the appointment of the following to serve on the newly-formed Public Access Channel Committee: Selectman Steve Pierce, Clem Begin, Karen Campbell, David Chambers, Scott Hogg, Richard Rose, Sherri Tripp and John McCatherin.

*  Dave reported the land appraiser recommended the Town sell a 10,000 s.f. back lot for $4,500, rather than an estimated $6,000, which would be double the amount the 5,000 s.f. lots have been sold for. Selectmen voted 3 for, 1 against to sell the larger lot for the recommended price of $4,500. There appears to be some interest in selling one of these two larger “back land” lots. 
*  Dave gave an update on the New Library Committee progress, noting nearly $100,000 in contributions have been raised towards the project. Dave explained the legal opinion he received from an attorney at Maine Municipal Association indicated that the Library Trustees have the authority to expend contributions received towards the project including architectural work. The Trustees can not expend ‘Library Reserve’ funds without Town meeting approval. Dave explained that the Trustees may soon be obtaining architectural services to advance the new library project. Also, the New Library Committee may be requesting funding (match) from the Recreational Endowment Fund, but that the Committee has not made any decisions at that this time regarding requesting funding from the Town. Dave said that the New Library Committee may attend the Jan. 28th Selectmen’s meeting to discuss further details.

*  Dave and Selectmen discussed the need for purchasing a new (used) pick-up for the compost/recycling program. A 1998 GMC has been found at Tuttle’s in New Sharon and checked out by Sugarloaf mechanics, who recommend the purchase. Grant money and “bottle” money can be used to buy the truck. Selectmen approved, 4-0, the purchase of the truck ($6,000).
Dave said the Outdoor Center project was on track and the facility would be fully open on Jan. 18. A Feb. 2 “Sugarloaf” grand re-opening is being planned. Dave indicated that a “Town” ribbon-cutting for a completed project (skating rink, parking lot, etc.) might be a good idea for next fall. He also noted approximately $24,000 remained in the project’s contingency fund.
Dave announced Bonnie Stagers had resigned from the Budget Committee, and that Neal Trask was interested in serving. Selectmen appointed Trask to serve the remainder of Stagers term on the committee.

Dave indicated that the Town had received approximately 30 highly qualified applicants for the Police Chief position. Over the next few weeks those will be reduced to approximately 8 to 10 viable candidates to interview. 
The Meeting adjourned at approximately 6 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
