Minutes of the August 13, 2007
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Bob Luce, George Abbott, John Beaupre, Lloyd Cuttler, Steve Pierce

Guests: Dave Cota, Bill Gilmore, Ben Hanstein, Danielle London, Jane Luce, Stan Tingley, Jennifer McCormack, Carol Mahaney, Neal Trask, George Joseph, Earle Morse, John Norris, Wendy Russell

The Meeting opened at 4:30 p.m.

Selectmen reviewed and signed 
Payroll Warrant #45 for 
$   16,707.32

Selectmen reviewed and signed 
Payroll Warrant #46 for
$   15,868.74

Selectmen reviewed and signed
AP Warrant 
  #47 for 
$ 681,481.14

Selectmen reviewed and approved the Minutes of the July 23, 2007 Meeting

Members of the School Board attended to discuss the state consolidation plan with Selectmen. George Joseph, Superintendent, said the Town must file a letter of intent to join a district by August 31. He noted Carrabassett Valley does not qualify for any exceptions to consolidation. Should penalties be initiated the Town would lose approximately $26,000 per year in state subsidy. Earle Morse said the school board intends to file a letter stating its wish to join with SADs 9 & 58, even though that move would cost the Town nearly $100,000 more annually. Should Rangeley also join that group costs could increase up to $200,000. There is also the possibility that 9 & 58 may not vote to accept Carrabassett Valley into the new district. Should those districts say no, that would create a “doughnut hole” scenario, leaving Carrabassett on its own. He also said that after the letter of intent is filed, the school committee will continue to study the matter and after that, a vote of the Town will decide the issue.
Dave presented updates on several town projects. He said the Outdoor Center Project bids would be in two weeks from this meeting. He cautioned that bids may actually come in higher than Town funds available for the project. He also spoke to his concern that notification of any grant money may not come before September and that due to the high cost estimates, the project as it now stands could come in between $187,000 and over $200,000 over budget. He said it was possible to cut some costs and the Committee may have some alternate ideas later. Selectmen said they were not comfortable with changing the project, as voters approved the expenditure on the concept plan. It was decided to review options and further discuss the matter after bids are opened. Lloyd reminded everyone the Town is under no obligation to accept any bid if it so chooses not to. Dave also reviewed the bridges project at the Outdoor Center, stating one steel bridge was completed and approximately $23,000 has been spent so far for the bridge(s) project. Lloyd asked if a sign could be placed at the end of the Outdoor Center road announcing the upcoming project. Dave also noted the forest management project (timber harvesting) had begun, the first action being road improvements, and that airport grant money was being awarded soon. He added fundraising for the new library was going well and committee members were waiting to hear from Boyne USA on the matter of the land SMC previously conceptually agreed to donate.
Selectmen and Dave discussed the proposed Mission Statement for a permanent Transportation Committee and people willing to serve on that. Dave reported Steve Pierce, Bill Munzer, Jeff Jacques, John Norris, Kim Truskowski, Brian Toomey, Walt Webber and himself have agreed to serve. In addition, he would like to see a representative from the Redington area, as well. After more discussion, selectmen expressed a desire to also include a representative resident of the mountain and a mountain business owner. Selectmen approved the above slate by a voted of 4-0-1, with Steve Pierce abstaining.
Dave reported the Town had received $8,011.12 from the Maine Bond Bank as a credit for refinancing the golf course improvement loan. Selectmen agreed to accept the money and will request at the next Town Meeting that the money be placed in the Golf Course Improvement Fund, by a vote of 5-0.

The Meeting adjourned at 6 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
