Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

4:30 p.m. Monday April 26th, 2010

At the Town Office
Agenda:

Review and sign Payroll Warrant(s) #____________ for $______________________.
Review and sign Town Expenditure Warrant(s) # for $________________________.

1. MINUTES from the previous meeting (April 12th, 2010) are attached.

2. APPROVE WARRANT FOR ANNUAL SCHOOL BUDGET TOWN MEETING: May 26th, 2010 (attached). Please note article #12 which, if approved, will authorize the School Board to contract with S.A.D. #58 for educating Carrabassett Valley students grades 9 through 12. This will not exclude the Town from paying tuition (at the “State Rate”) for High School students who wish to go to private schools (CVA and other). However, the proposed new contract would require Carrabassett Valley students to attend S.A.D. #58 schools at least one year prior to being eligible for “Town tuition” for attendance at private schools (CVA, etc.). 
3. APPROVE WARRANT FOR “SCHOOL BUDGET VALIDATION REFERENDUM VOTE”: June 8th (attached). Please note article #3 which, if approved, would allow the Town to discontinue the “School Budget Validation Process” for up to three years. The wording of this article may change (prior to the Selectmen’s meeting) to include a recommendation from the School Committee. 
Also, please find attached a Public Notice that will appear in the ‘Irregular’ regarding both of the above Town meetings, a public hearing and related voting procedures. 
4. ANNUAL LAWN CARE AND MOWING BIDS FOR TOWN PROPERTIES: We will review these bids (which are due at 3:00 p.m. April 26th) with the Board. 
5. RESULTS OF AIRPORT FIXED BASED APRON PROJECT BIDS: We received nine (9) bids for this project. The bids ranged from a low (Bruce Manzer, Inc.) of $222,709.51 to a high of $307,036.25. The engineer’s estimate (admittedly conservative) was $319,990. Our airport consultant has reviewed Manzer’s bid and found it to meet the bid requirements. At the next Selectmen’s meeting we will seek approval from the Board to accept the bid from Manzer, Inc. pending receipt of and Board approval of an F.A.A. grant for this project. We will also present a contract from the Town’s Airport Consultant, Hoyle/ Tanner for engineering services related to this project. 
6. INFORMATIONAL:

--We anticipate that the sub-contractor(s) will begin finishing (final outside coat of paint, 



loam and seed, final layer on existing pavement, etc.) the Library/Community 



Center project about mid-May. 

--We are pleased to announce that the Penobscot Indian Nation has generously agreed to 


once again grant the Town a “public use” permit for use of Carriage Road. We 


will coordinate opening of the road with their Forestry Dept. and grade the road as



soon as the road is open. 

7. NEXT MEETING (MAY 10TH):

--Provided we have a “Full Board” in attendance: Discussion concerning Survey Options 



to determine if the Town is interested in developing an ‘Adult Entertainment 


Ordinance’.

--Selection of a Structural Engineer to complete the design of the proposed ‘Recreational



Bridge’ (proposals are due by 2:00 p.m. April 29th). 

--Discussion of an annual “Work Plan” (which we will provide to the Board prior to the 



May 12th Board meeting).  

Minutes of the April 12th, 2010 Selectmen’s Meeting

Board Members Present: Bob Luce, Steve Pierce, Jay Reynolds, John Beaupre

Others Present: John McCatherin, Neal Trask, George Abbott, Deb Bowker, Stan Tingley,


Nadene McLeod, Bruce Miles, Bob Tgettis, Travis Chandler, Chaney Fletcher, 


Jeff Jacques, Bill Gilmore, John Ober, Bill Munzer, Richard Rose, Dave Cota

Bob Luce opened the meeting at 4:35 p.m.

The Board signed Payroll Warrant #13 for $22,724.87 and Expenditure Warrant #14 for $200,095.34.

The Board approved the Minutes of the March 22nd, 2010 Selectmen’s meeting.

Regarding Agenda Item #2 “Citizen Request for the Town to consider whether or not an ‘Adult Entertainment’ Ordinance should be adopted” the following comments and concerns were expressed:

George Abbott presented the Board with a request to determine/survey citizen interest in adopting an ‘Adult Entertainment’ Ordinance. George indicated that he believes the current situation (no town ordinance and the nude dancing at the Carrabassett Inn) is not the direction the Town should be going in. He said he did not care how the survey was conducted as long as adequate information (regarding ‘Adult Entertainment’ ordinances) was made available to the public before a survey was actually initiated. He wants to “hear how the Town feels about this issue”. He indicated, that where a liquor license is involved, it somewhat overrides constitutional issues. Hence, towns can pass ordinances restricting “adult entertainment” in establishments where liquor is served. George went on to indicate that “he was in no hurry” and that there is a lot of variety between various Town and City adult entertainment ordinances. 

Steve Pierce: We, as a Board of Selectmen, should provide a method for the Town to consider this issue. 

Bruce Miles: I have received phone calls from several people stating that this community is all about “family values” and that the Board should do a survey. He believes, if put to vote, the community would pass such an ordinance. 

Chaney Fletcher: Referendum would bring unwanted more attention (throughout the State) to this issue.

Stan Tinley: Do the Survey, and form a committee if there is interest in an ordinance. 

John Ober: It’s probably just a matter of time before the Town needs to address this issue. There may however, be “grandfathered” issues involved with existing businesses. 

Bill Munzer: Let’s not drag this issue on. 

Bruce Miles: This is not a “grandfathered” issue. 

John McCatherin: Jeff has been low-keyed about this and the Town “got embarrassed about this” when the article appeared in the Portland Press Herald Newspaper. More attention to this issue will only bring more adverse publicity and “tear the Town apart” (in terms of opinions, etc.).

Bob Tgettis: This community is all about “family values” and it’s just a matter of time before this issue needs to be addressed. We need to look at this issue and we need to look at it as separate from the Carrabassett Inn. 

George Abbott: Negative Press is not an issue. This is not something we should be afraid of. This has been the biggest thing to negatively affect the Town in the thirty-four years I’ve been here. 

Richard Rose: What about the “Mountain’s” or CNL concerns? They are a very conservative group.

Bruce Miles: We do not have to be worried about CNL or the Press. The Town needs to go on record either way (for or against and ordinance). 

Bob Luce: We will receive press coverage (similar to when Vasselboro received it) because we are looking at an ordinance when we already have this activity (adult entertainment). What are the steps we need to take to gauge our Town’s interest in formulating an ordinance? 

Dave Cota then addressed the meeting with information he has received. He handed out a spreadsheet that displays how various communities regulate adult entertainment. He indicated that if the Town wishes to have such an ordinance the easiest method may be to add language on the Special Amusement or Entertainment Ordinances as several of the larger communities have done. Also, Dave handed out typical language (one page) from these ordinances (in this case from the Town of Norway) which deals with the core of what these ordinances typically prohibit (the amount of nudity and “touching” allowed). Dave indicated that as George Abbott had indicated, that Maine Towns can (through an ordinance) restrict adult entertainment in establishments serving liquor. State of Maine law provides very little regulation regarding “adult entertainment” (nudity). It’s left up to communities, if they so vote, to enact adult entertainment ordinances.   

Dave indicated that there are several options to survey the community (to determine if there is interest in formulating an adult entertainment ordinance) if that is what the Selectmen choose to do such as: 1) sending a random survey to all taxpayers and voters, 2) sending a survey to all voters or 3) conducting a “straw vote” as part of the June 8th or other referendum or Town Meeting. 

Stan Tingley indicated that we should send a survey out just too all CV Voters. 

The Board asked Dave Cota to present options at upcoming Selectmen’s meeting for conducting a Town survey to determine interest in formulating an ‘Adult Entertainment’ ordinance. Dave indicated that he would speak to both George Abbott and Jeff Jacques to seek their input into this survey. 

Regarding a request from Jeff Jacques, owner of the Carrabassett Inn, to the Board of Selectmen for the Town to consider a Zoning Change to allow Campgrounds in the Valley Center and the Planned Development Districts as “Conditional Uses” (which would require Planning Board approval), Jeff presented a written request and he indicated that the Town’s Comprehensive Plan emphasizes four-season tourism development and that the only land currently available in the Town for the development of campgrounds is primarily Penobscot Indian land. 

It was indicated that currently, campgrounds are allowed in the R-1 (Residential) District only. Bruce Miles indicated that a portion of the Outdoor Center lot is also zoned for this use and that the other zoned areas where campgrounds are allowed have adequate sized lots and soils to meet State campground regulations. 

After further discussion, Dave Cota indicated that, if desired, there are two methods to move this issue forward immediately as follows: Jeff could submit a Citizen’s Petition which would force a town vote on this issue, or the Board of Selectmen could vote to approve a warrant article to vote on this issue at the June 8th election (State Primary, State Referendum and Special town meeting for School Budget vote). Jeff Jacques indicated that if the Board did not take any action on this matter that he would “drop” the issue. The Board took no action on this issue. 

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to approve the ‘Request for Proposals for Structural Engineering Services’ for the proposed Town Recreational Bridge (over the Carrabassett River) and to request proposals for these services. 

The Board of Selectmen voted unanimously to approve the proposed Memorandum of Understanding between the Town and the Franklin County Chamber of Commerce (FCCC) for use of the Town’s Information Center. Dave Cota indicated that the FCCC Board has approved the agreement and staff is currently using the building providing tourism information on Wednesday and Friday afternoons. A telephone line has been installed and it will “ring forward” to the FCCC in Farmington when no one is in the Information Center building. Dave indicated that he has talked to Lorna Nichols, Executive Director of FCCC, about possibly tracking usage of the information center and/or telephone line. Bruce Miles indicated that he thought this was important as the Town continues to expend funds for operation of this building. 

With regard to the proposed 2010 agreement between the Town and Snowfield Productions (WSKI) Dave Cota indicated that he had met recently with Nadene McLeod from WSKI, John McCatherin (Chairman of the former Public Access Channel Committee) and Deb Bowker (AGC Director) to review last year’s contract performance and make recommendations concerning the 2010 contract proposal. This group favors renewing this agreement again in 2010. Nadene indicated that there will be some changes to WSKI due to Resort Sports Network (RSN) being incorporated into the new ‘Outside’ channel. Some local changes may involve changing the “electronic bulletin board” to include shorter segments of it into other programming. The Board of Selectmen unanimously approved the contract. 

With regard to the proposed Town donations (a.k.a. “Selectmen’s Donations”) to various social service and non-profit agencies and various events the Board of Selectmen unanimously approved the proposed slate (copy attached) as presented in the Agenda. The total amount proposed is $3,195. A question was raised (Bruce Miles) concerning the cost of operation of the Summer Festival and where the funding comes from. Dave produced an email from Karen Campbell (who manages the event) that explained all the funding for this event (total cost for the event was $2,285 in 2009 with the Town contributing $500). 

With regard to Annual Appointments to Boards and Committees, the Board of Selectmen made the following appointments: 

Recreation Committee: Robert Healey, Jennifer McCormick and Rebecca Morin

Airport Advisory Committee: Lloyd Cuttler (Selectmen), Richard Brown, Kevin French, Larry 


Hanson

Budget Advisory Committee (3-year terms): John Norris, Neal Trask

Board of Assessment Review (3-year terms): Wendy Glenn

Planning Board (3-year terms): Bruce Miles, Helen Poulin and Augusta French or Jim McCormack (in that order). Dan Chaff will be asked to fill one of the Alternate Positions. 

Golf Course Advisory Green’s Committee (3-year terms): John Beaupre (Selectmen), Steve Niezgoda (Golf Pro, SMC) and Peter Webber (SMC).

Dave Cota provided the Board of Selectmen with updates on the following Informational Items:


Airport Apron Project Bid Opening: 2:00 p.m. April 13th.


New Library Building Committee Meeting: 3:00 p.m. April 14th
At 6:15 p.m. The Selectmen voted to enter into Executive Session to discuss a Maine State Retirement personnel issue with Code Enforcement Officer/Assessor Bill Gilmore as allowed under Title 1 M.R.S.A. Section 405 (6) (A). After meeting with Bill, the Board reconvened the regular Selectmen’s meeting. The Selectmen then voted unanimously to accept the resignation of Bill Gilmore for Maine State Retirement purposes as of April 30th, 2010 and to reinstate Bill Gilmore as Code Enforcement Officer/Assessor on May 1st, 2010, as a non-Maine State Retirement employee. 

At 6:30 p.m. the Selectmen voted to enter into Executive Session as required by Title 36 M.R.S.A. Section 841 (2) (E) to discuss a Request for a Poverty Property Tax Abatement. After discussion, the Board reconvened the regular Selectmen’s Meeting. The Board then voted unanimously to approve a poverty property tax abatement for a Carrabassett Valley property taxpayer in the amount of $89.49 for 2008 and $877.71 for 2009 taxes. 

The Meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, David Cota

TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING WARRANT

6:00 p.m. May 26th, 2010
At the Carrabassett Valley Town Office

TO: Scott Nichols, Police Chief of the Town of Carrabassett Valley, in the County of Franklin, State of Maine,

GREETINGS: In the name of the State of Maine, you are hereby required to notify and warn the inhabitants of the Town of Carrabassett Valley in said County and State, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, to meet at the Town Office at 6:00 p.m. the 26th day of May, 2010 to act upon the following articles to wit:

ARTICLE  1.  To choose a moderator to preside at said meeting. 

ARTICLE  2.  To choose ‘Rules of Order’ to conduct the meeting.


(Note: In the past, the Moderator has used the ‘Maine Municipal Association Moderator’s 


Manuel’ and the Board of Selectmen Recommends that the Town vote to conduct the 

meeting with these rules of order).

ARTICLES PURSUANT TO 20-A M.R.S.A. SECTION 1485
Cost Center Summary Budget Format
ARTICLE 3. To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Regular Instruction.





School Committee Recommends $ 953,234

ARTICLE 4.  To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Special Education.





School Committee Recommends $ 11,000

ARTICLE 5.  To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for System Administration.





School Committee Recommends   $ 15,494
ARTICLE 6.  To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for Transportation and Buses.





School Committee Recommends $ 66,500

ARTICLE 7. To see what sum the school administrative unit will be authorized to expend for All Other Expenditures.





School Committee Recommends   $ 10,200

ARTICLES PURSUANT TO 20-A M.R.S.A. Section 15690

Actions taken pursuant to ARTICLES 9-11 must be taken by a recorded vote.

1.
School Administrative Unit Contribution to Total Cost of Funding Public Education from Kindergarten to Grade 12 (as required by Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, §15690(1 A-B)):
1.
School Administrative Unit Contribution to Total Cost of Funding Public Education from Kindergarten to Grade 12 (as required by Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, §15690(1 A-B)):
ARTICLE 8.  To see what sum the municipality will appropriate for the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act (Recommend $ 721,522 ) and to see what sum the municipality will raise as the municipality’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act in accordance with the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15688.

                                               Recommend $ 699,910 

The following statement must accompany this article in subparagraph:
“Explanation:  The school administrative unit’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act is the amount of money determined by state law to be the minimum amount that a municipality must raise in order to receive the full amount of state dollars.”
2.
Appropriation of Additional Local Funds (as required by Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, §15690 (3 A-B)):
ARTICLE 9.  Shall Carrabassett Valley raise and appropriate $ 348,449 in additional local funds, which exceeds the State’s Essential Programs and Services allocation model by     $ 331,523 as required to fund the budget recommended by the (school committee or board of directors)?  

The school committee recommends $ 348,449 for additional local funds and gives the following reasons for exceeding the State’s Essential Programs and Services funding model by $ 331,523

The following statement must accompany this article in subparagraph:
Explanation:  The additional local funds are those locally raised funds over and above the school administrative unit’s local contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act and local amounts raised for the annual payment on non-state funded debt service that will help achieve the Carrabassett Valley's  budget for educational programs.
3
Total Budget Article as required by Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, §15690:
ARTICLE 10.  To see what sum the municipality/district/unit will authorize the school committee to expend for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010  and ending June 30, 2011 from the school administrative unit’s contribution to the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade 12 as described in the Essential Programs and Services Funding Act, non-state-funded school construction projects, additional local funds for school purposes under the Maine Revised Statutes, Title 20-A, section 15690, unexpended balances, tuition receipts, state subsidy and other receipts for the support of schools.







    Recommend $ 1,069,971
Article to Authorize Expenditure of Unanticipated Aid:

ARTICLE 11.  To see if the Town of Carrabassett Valley will authorize the School Committee to expend in fiscal year beginning July 1, 2010 and ending June 30, 2011 any unanticipated federal , state or grant aid that it may receive for the fiscal year.
School Committee Recommends    YES 

ARTICLE 12.  Shall the Carrabassett Valley School Committee be authorized to contract in the name of the Town of Carrabassett Valley with School Administrative District No. 58 for the schooling in that district of Carrabassett Valley students in grades ninth through twelfth for a term of five years beginning in the 2010-2011 school year?

School Committee Recommends   YES
 Given under our hands this 26th day of April 2010

                                                                                                       __________________________

   Robert Luce

     ___________________________

Stephen Pierce

      ___________________________

       John Reynolds Jr.

                 ___________________________

Lloyd Cuttler

                 __________________________

John Beaupre

Board of Selectmen

Town of Carrabassett Valley

Attest: a true copy

________________

Wendy Russell

Town Clerk

CONSTABLE’S RETURN

Pursuant to the within warrant, to me directed, I have notified and warned the inhabitants of Carrabassett Valley, in the County of Franklin and State of Maine, qualified by law to vote in Town affairs, to assemble at the time and place and for the purpose within named by posting on the 4th day of May, 2010, attested copies of the within warrant, at the Carrabassett Valley Town Office, Ayottes Store and the Sugarloaf Administration building all being public and conspicuous places in the Town of Carrabassett Valley.

______________________________

Scott Nichols, Police Chief

WARRANT

SCHOOL BUDGET VALIDATION REFERENDUM

(20-A.M.R.SA. §§ 1486 and 2307)

TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY
FRANKLIN County, ss.                                        State of Maine

TO:  Scott Nichols, Constable of the Town of Carrabassett Valley;  You are hereby required in the name of the State of Maine to notify the voters of the Town of Carrabassett Valley of the referendum meeting described in this warrant,

TO THE VOTERS OF THE TOWN OF CARRABASSETT VALLEY:

You are hereby notified that a school budget validation referendum town meeting will be held at Town Office in the Town of Carrabassett Valley on Tuesday, June 8th, 2010 for the purpose of determining the following articles:

Article 1:  To elect a Moderator.

Article 2:  Do you favor approving the Town of Carrabassett Valley School Budget for the upcoming school year that was adapted at the May 26th, 2010 town meeting?
Article 3.   Do you wish to continue the school budget validation referendum process in Carrabassett Valley for an additional three years?

Yes_________ 

No_______

 A “YES” vote will require Carrabassett Valley to continue to conduct a referendum to validate its annual school budget for the next three years.

A “NO” vote will discontinue the budget validation referendum for at least three years and provide instead that the annual school budget shall be finally adopted at a meeting of the voters of the Town of Carrabassett Valley.

The voting on Article 2 and 3 shall be by secret ballot referendum and the polls shall be opened immediately after the election of the moderator at 8:00 a.m. and closed at 8:00 p.m.
The Registrar of Voters shall hold office hours while the polls are open to correct any error in or change a name or address on the voting list; to accept the registration of any person eligible to vote and to accept new enrollments.  

A person who is not registered as a voter may not vote in any election.  

Given under our hand this day, April 26th, 2010 at Carrabassett Valley, Maine.
_______________________   _______________________
Robert Luce                             John Reynolds Jr.
_______________________   _______________________
John Beaupre                            Lloyd Cuttler 
_______________________  

Steve Pierce
A majority of the municipal officers of the Town of Carrabassett Valley.  A true copy of the Warrant, attest:

________________________
Wendy Russell, Clerk of the 

Town of Carrabassett Valley

RETURN

FRANKLIN County, ss.                                        State of Maine

TO:  The municipal officers of the Town of Carrabassett Valley

I certify that I have notified the voters of the Town of Carrabassett Valley of the time and place of the referendum election by posting an attested copy of the within warrant as follows:

DATE                                      LOCATION OF POSTING

May 4th, 2010                          Ayottes Store

                                                 Town of Office

                                                 Sugarloaf Administration Building  

being public and conspicuous places in said city/town and being at least seven days next prior to the date of the referendum election.  

Dated at the Town of Carrabassett Valley:  May 4th, 2010
______________________________

Scott Nichols, Police Chief

Town of Carrabassett Valley, Maine.  



Notice to Town of Carrabassett Valley Voters

Town Meeting(s) and Public Hearing for School Budget Approval

Please note the following Schedule for Town Meeting(s) and Public Hearing regarding the approval process for the Town of Carrabassett Valley School Budget:

May 19th, 6:00 p.m. Public Hearing at the  Town Office: to answer questions and receive comments concerning the proposed new contract between the Town of Carrabassett Valley and S.A.D.#58 for educating Carrabassett Valley students in grades 9 through 12 for a five-year period starting in June 2010. This proposed contract continues to allow Carrabassett Valley students to attend private schools. However, the contract requires that Carrabassett Valley students attend S.A.D. #58 schools for at least one year prior to being eligible for “Town tuition” for attendance at private schools. 

May 26th, 6:00 p.m. Town Meeting (open town meeting) at the Town Office: to consider approval of the proposed School Budget. Article 12 of that warrant will seek approval of the voters to authorize the School Committee to approve a new contract with S.A.D. #58 for educating Carrabassett Valley students in grades 9 through 12 for a five-year period (see public hearing notice above).

June 8th, School Budget Validation Referendum Vote starting at 8:00 a.m. at the Town Office (polls will be open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.): To consider approval or “validation” of the May 26th Town Meeting vote on the School Budget (provided that the School Budget is approved at the May 26th Town Meeting). This referendum “validation” vote is currently required as part of State Law as part of the so-called “School Consolidation Act”. As is allowed by State Law, Carrabassett Valley voters will also be asked to vote on whether or not the Town wishes to discontinue the “budget validation process” for up to three years (and accept, as final, School Budgets if approved at annual School Budget Town Meetings). 

Absentee Ballots for the June 8th vote will be available on May 7th, 2010 but they can not be returned until after the May 26th Town Meeting vote. 

Copies of both the May 26th and the June 8th Town Meeting Warrants can be viewed on the Town Website (www.carrabassettvalley.org) or obtained at the Carrabassett Valley Town Office. 

