Minutes of the April 21, 2008
Carrabassett Valley Selectmen’s Meeting

Selectmen present: Bob Luce, Lloyd Cuttler, Jay Reynolds

Guests: Dave Cota, Scott Nichols, George Joseph, Earle Morse, Neal Trask, Stan Tingley, Bob Tgettis

The Meeting opened at 4:35 p.m.

Selectmen reviewed and signed the following:


Payroll Warrant #15 for 

$ 16,326.51


Payroll Warrant #17 for 

$ 24,084.72


AP Warrant #16 for


$373,027.12

Selectmen reviewed and approved the March 24, 2008 Minutes

Selectmen heard reports from School Superintendent George Joseph and Chairman Earle Morse. They spoke to the school regionalization plan, noting the Town had not been accepted by any surrounding districts and would thus continue to tuition students. The Town currently has 91 students in grade K-12. He also noted that with the current MSAD #58 budget shortfalls and cuts, education costs overall may cost more. The current school budget projection is for $925,000, up from the ’07 budget of $800,000. The increase is due in part to more students, cost increases and an $80,000 loss of fund balance from last year. There was discussion of the new state law that requires towns to vote on school budgets in a referendum vote. A public hearing/special town meeting will be held in early June, with the referendum vote taking place on June 10 along with state elections.
Dave Cota announced the MDOT would be installing one warning sign with flashing lights at the southern entrance to the S-turns, in the Redington area, to warn winter drivers to slow down. Police Chief Scott Nichols said there were 65 accidents along that 2-mile stretch between Nov. ’07 and March ’08. Cota noted the Town would be responsible for operation costs and would look into solar energy and cell phone operation of the lights, but that these options may or may not be possible based on MDOT traffic engineer determination. The lights will be able to be turned on from the Communications Center during icy conditions.

Nichols also brought selectmen up to date on his first six weeks on the job, noting the staff has been excellent to work with. He said this year’s Reggae Fest was fairly quiet, but otherwise the department had been quite busy.
Dave then outlined the two bids received for building the body of the new pumper/tanker fire truck. Those bids were from Vermont Fire Technologies (V-TEC) for $182,963 and Yankee Fire & Rescue, Inc. of Palmer, MA. For $299,391, which included the truck and the build-up. The truck had previously been purchased per vote of the selectmen. After discussion, selectmen approved the V-TEC bid 3-0.

Selectmen reviewed the annual Town contributions/donations request list. They approved a total of $2,745 by a 3-0 vote.

Dave outlined a number of informational items (see 4-21-08 agenda). He further reported that the results of a random survey of the community in regard to a cable TV PEG channel indicated the Town did not “need” such a channel. Working with WSKI was recommended. Also, a public hearing on the new library project will be held prior to the redesign phase of the project. Reed and Company Architecture of Portland has been hired by the Library trustees to oversee the project.

Selectmen will review and update the annual draft work plan and discuss it further when a full board is in attendance.

The Meeting ended at 6:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Shelly Poulin - Secretary
